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MNI POLTICAL RISK ANALYSIS: 2021 Political Event Calendar 
by Tom Lake 

Date Country Event Type Further Information 

January 

01-Jan 
United 

Kingdom 
Other 

UK exits the Brexit transition period, meaning it is out of the EU's single market and customs 
union. Will either be operating under a trade deal with the EU or trading on WTO terms. 

01-Jan 
European 

Union 
New Leadership Portugal takes over the six-month rotating presidency of the European Council from Germany. 

05-Jan 
United 
States 

Senate Run-Off 
Election 

Two run-off elections for the US Senate seats of the state of Georgia. Incumbent Republicans 
David Perdue and Kelly Loeffler face off against Democrats Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock 

respectively. Should the Democrats pick up both seats it would mean a 50-50 split in the 
Senate, giving VP-Elect Kamala Harris the casting vote. 

Mid-Jan Germany Party Conference 

Chancellor Angela Merkel's Christian Democratic Union aims to hold its special congress to 
decide on a new party head (who is likely to also become the party's candidate for chancellor). 

Delayed several times due to COVID-19. Fiscal conservative Friederich Merz, Merkel ally Armin 
Laschet, and foreign policy expert Norbert Rottigen are the three candidates for the position. 

20-Jan 
United 
States 

New Leadership 
Inauguration of Joe Biden as 46th President of the United States. Official end of the Trump 

Administration. 
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Late-Jan WTO New Leadership 

World Trade Organisation likely to select a new director-general. Former Nigerian Economy 
Minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala seen as the frontrunner over South Korean Yoo Myung-hee. 

Appointment of new DG delayed from end-2020 as Trump administration opposed to Okonjo-
Iweala's appointment. WTO waiting until Biden administration comes to power. 

31-Jan Spain Economy 
ERTE COVID-19 furlough scheme due to expire unless extended by the Congress of Deputies. 

Widespread consensus that the programme will be extended to end-Q121. 

February 

07-Feb Ecuador General Election 

First round of presidential election and election to the National Assembly. Incumbent President 
Lenin Moreno has stated that he does not plan to run for re-election. There remains major 

political animus over whether former President Rafael Correa, living in exile in Belgium will be 
able to run for VP. 

Feb India Budget Presentation of the FY 2021-2022 Union Budget. 

Feb Singapore Budget 
Deputy PM and Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat due to deliver Budget speech for FY2021 to 

parliament. 

Feb/Mar Hong Kong Budget Financial Secretary Paul Chan to deliver 2021/22 Budget speech. 

March 

Mar China Political Summit 
Two Sessions' plenary meetings of the National People's Congress and the Chinese People's 

Political Consultative Conference. The Two Sessions are used to rubber-stamp policy decisions 
made within the Standing Committee of the NPC. 

03-Mar UK Budget Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak to deliver 2021 Budget. 
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13-Mar Australia Regional Election 
Election to the Parliament of Western Australia. Incumbent centre-left Labor Party of Premier 
Mark McGowan seeking second term against centre-right Liberals and the agrarian Nationals. 

14-Mar Germany Regional Elections 
Elections to the state parliaments of Baden-Wurttemberg and Rhineland-Palatinate. Green-

CDU coalition due to retain power in the former, while outlook for incumbent SPD-FDP-Green 
coalition in Rhineland-Palatinate more mixed. 

17-Mar Netherlands Legislative Election 
17 March is latest date election can be held. Incumbent PM Mark Rutte from the centre-right 
VVD is seeking a fourth term in office. His party leads in polls but will require support from 

numerous smaller parties to form a majority. 

25-26 Mar EU Summit 
European Council summit takes place in Brussels. Barring and early extraordinary summits, this 

will be the first meeting of all EU-27 leaders in 2021. 

28-Mar Bulgaria Legislative Election 

First election since mass protests of summer 2020 calling for the resignation of the entire 
Cabinet due to accusations of corruption in government. Unclear whether PM Boyko Borissov 

will run for office again. His GERB party leads in polls but may find itself lacking coalition 
partners after the vote. 

31-Mar 
UK, 

Germany, 
Austria 

Economy 
Job Retention Scheme in the UK and short-time work schemes in Germany and Austria 

(COVID-19 support schemes intended to support jobs) due to expire. 

April 

11-Apr Peru General Election 

First round of presidential election and elections for the Congress. Peru went through a major 
political crisis in November 2020, with three presidents in office in less than a week. If no 

candidate wins over 50% of the vote a run-off between the two top candidates will take place at 
the beginning of June. 
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11-Apr Chile 
Constitutional 

Convention Election 

155 members of the Constitutional Convention to be elected. These members will draft a new 
constitution, which will be put to a referendum no later than August 2022. Comes after the 

nationwide protests against inequality of 2019. 

16-19 Apr Cuba Conference 

8th Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba due to take place. Raul Castro (89), who has 
served as the First Secretary of the Communist Party since 2011 after his brother Fidel stepped 
down in 2006, is stepping down. Focus on whether President Miguel Diaz-Canal takes over the 
Communist party as well or whether a new face is brought in to split the leadership. Also focus 

on whether the more moderate or hard-line communist factions gain greater control of the 
politburo. 

25-Apr Germany Regional Election 

Tentative date for a snap election to the Thuringian state parliament. Last election held in 2019 
failed to deliver a parliament in which a majority coalition was possible. Political crisis occurred 
in Feb 2020 when the right-wing nationalist AfD supported the eventual successful candidate 

for minister-president. Polls point to another impasse after any snap election, with formation of 
a majority government likely difficult. 

30-Apr 
United 
States 

Other 

100 days since the inauguration of Joe Biden as president. In this time Biden has promised to 
vaccinate 100mn Americans for COVID-19. 'The first 100 days' often seen as a critical time 
period for incoming presidents to begin implementing their policy agenda and make notable 

changes from the previous administration. 

Apr Americas Summit 

Summit of the Americas takes place. No set date, or even set month, but past four Summits of 
the Americas have all taken place in April. Potential for delays until vaccination for COVID-19 

has become widespread or could take place virtually. Held every three years, the summit is the 
main meeting of heads of government from the Organization of American States (OAS). The 

2021 summit will be hosted by the United States. 
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Apr-May India Regional Elections 
In April or May, the states of Assam (pop 31.1mn), Kerala (34.6mn), Puducherry (1.4mn), Tamil 

Nadu (71.1mn), and West Bengal (91.3mn) all hold elections to their respective regional 
assemblies. Likely to be used as a gauge of the current popularity of PM Narendra Modi's BJP. 

May 

06-May 
United 

Kingdom 
Local Elections 

Local council elections in England. Elections to the Scottish and Welsh parliaments, the London 
Assembly, and for the Mayor of London. Elections for metropolitan mayors, and Police and 

Crime Commissioners across England and Wales. Delayed from May 2020. The SNP 
potentially winning a majority in the Scottish Parliament seen by some as a possible precursor 

to another independence referendum. 

8-May EU Summit 
Informal heads of state or government meeting in Porto, Portugal. Comes as part of Portugal’s 

chairing of the six-month rotating presidency of the European Council. 

23-May Cyprus Legislative Election 
Election for the 56 Greek Cypriot members of the House of Representatives. Centre-right 

Democratic Rally of President Nicos Anastasiades currently sits as a minority in the House, but 
this has little impact on policymaking, which is carried out by the executive Council of Ministers. 

June 

06-Jun Mexico Legislative Election 

Mid-term elections for 500 members of the Chamber of Deputies, the lower house of the 
Mexican Congress of the Union. President Andreas Manuel Lopez Obrador's leftist MORENA 

party and its allies the Labor Party and the Ecological Greens looking to maintain control of the 
lower house of the Mexican parliament, 
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06-Jun Germany Regional Election 

Election for the state parliament of Saxony-Anhalt. Could be the last state election held before 
federal election in September depending on When Mecklenburg-West Pomerania and Berlin 
hold their state elections. Incumbent CDU-SPD-Green coaliton would retain power based on 

2020 polling. 

18-Jun Iran Presidential Election 

Latest date for the presidential election. New president to be elected as incumbent moderate 
Hassan Rouhani cannot run again due to term limits. Will be notable focus on whether a 
hardliner or relative moderate wins power, which will have major implications for regional 
security outlook and Iranian relations with the West. Only announced candidate so far is 

Hossein Dehghan, a former Revolutionary Guard officer, Minister of Defence in the Rouhani 
administration from 2013-17, and close aide to Ayatollah Ali Khameni. 

24-25-Jun EU  Summit European Council summit in Brussels. Meeting of member state heads of government or state. 

July 

01-Jul 
European 

Union 
New Leadership Slovenia takes over the six-month rotating presidency of the European Council from Portugal. 

23-Jul China Other 
100th Anniversary of the foundation of the Chinese Communist Party. Likely to be large 

celebrations and military parades around the event. 

23-Jul Japan Other 
Official opening ceremony of the XXXII Olympic Games in Tokyo. Delayed from 2020 due to 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Japanese government has been adament that the games will be held 
in 2021. Due to continue to August 8. 
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August 

1-Aug US Economy 

 

The federal debt limit will be reinstated unless Congress acts, forcing the Treasury's General 

Account to be lowered to at most USD134 billion from roughly USD1.5 trillion in 2020. 

 

03-Aug Italy Other 

President Sergio Mattarrella enters the last six months of his seven-year term, known as the 
'white' or 'blank semester' (semestre bianco). During this period the president cannot dissolve 
parliament and call an election unless the parliament's normal five-year term is coming to an 

end. With the current parliament's term not up until June 2023 this means Italy could not hold a 
new election until February 2022. 

25-Aug Germany Legislative Election 
Earliest date country can hold elections to the Bundestag. Election set to mark the end of an 

era, with Chancellor Angela Merkel set to stand down. Her CDU remains the most popular party 
nationally, but it is not clear yet who will be the party's candidate for chancellor. 

September 

13-Sep Norway Legislative Election 

Election for the 169 seats in the Norwegian Storting. Conservative party Prime Minister Erna 
Solberg is seeking an unprecedented third consecutive term in office, and her party is battling 
with the main opposition Labour Party and the Eurosceptic Centre Party for first place in polls. 
Who governs will come down to the potential coalitions the Conservatives, Centre, or Labour 

can form post-election. 
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19-Sep Russia Legislative Election 

Final date election can be held for the 450 seats of the State Duma, the lower house of the 
Russian Federal Assembly. Will be the first legislative election to take place since the 2020 

constitutional amendments that intend to shift powers away from the Russian presidency and 
towards the legislature. Almost a certainty that the governing United Russia party will retain a 

majority. 

Sep China-Africa Summit 

Leaders’ summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) takes place in Senegal. 
The summit brings heads of government and state from China and almost all African nations. In 
2018, more African leaders attended the FOCAC summit than the UN General Assembly, in a 

sign of how important most African leaders view relations with Beijing. 

October 

1-Oct US Economy 

 

Congress will have to act to come to agreement on fiscal year spending levels by October 1, 

2021. This assumes that Congress acts in 2020 to set full FY2021 spending levels. 

 

14-15-Oct EU Summit 
European Council summit in Brussels. Meeting of EU member state heads of government or 

state. 

15-16 Oct 
Czech 

Republic 
Legislative Election 

Final date election can be held for the 200 seats in the Chamber of Deputies. PM Andrej Babis' 
populist ANO 2011 Party retains its lead in polls but is facing a challenge from the centre-right, 
where ODS, KDU-CSL, and TOP09 have agreed to form an electoral alliance in an attempt to 

oust Babis. 
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22-Oct Japan Legislative Election 

Latest possible date for election for the 465 seats of the House of Representatives. Will be the 
first lower house election since the resignation of PM Shinzo Abe in September 2020 and his 

replacement by Yoshihide Suga, and first since 2009 where Abe is not the PM candidate for the 
governing Liberal Democratic Party. 

24-Oct Argentina Legislative Election 

Mid-term elections for half of the 257 members of the Chamber of Deputies and one-third of the 
72 seats in the Senate. The Peronist Frentre de Todos of President Alberto Fernandez will be 

looking to gain seats in the Chamber of Deputies as at present it does not hold a majority in the 
lower house of the National Congress. 

24-Oct Germany Legislative Election Final date election can be held for the lower house of the German parliament, the Bundestag. 

November 

02-Nov 
United 
States 

Regional Elections 
Gubernatorial elections in the states of New Jersey and Virginia. Mayoral elections for major 

cities including New York, Boston, Atlanta, Detroit, and Miami. 

21-Nov Chile General Election 

First round of presidential election, as well as elections to the National Congress. Incumbent 
conservative Sebastian Pinera is not eligible to run again. Comes at a febrile time for Chilean 

politics, as the political system works towards the potential establishment of a new constitution 
following major protests in 2019. 

December 

16-17-Dec EU Summit 
European Council summit in Brussels. Meeting of EU member state heads of government or 

state. 
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19-Dec Chile General Election Second round of presidential election should no candidate win over 50% in first round. 

 


